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To stimulate civic integration and activism across communities, from local to na-
tional levels of public debate and participation, ANI empowers young Georgians with 
targeted training, small grants and networking opportunities. ANI’s youth approach 
builds on three major pillars: 

•	Building ownership of diversity and democracy across regions, generations and 
ethnic communities through expanding youth’s knowledge, outlets and incidence 
of civic activism;

•	Generate durable connections and trust among young people from ethnic minor-
ity and ethnic majority communities, as well as between the youth, civil society 
and the government through encouraging the establishment of a country-wide, 
structured network of exchange;

•	Multiplying experiences of productive collaboration across all communities to 
facilitate a sustainable change in youth attitudes and behaviors.

To achieve these goals, ANI introduces a centerpiece of its youth work – 13 Youth 
Clubs throughout Georgia that will enroll thousands of ethnic minority and ethnic 
Georgian youngsters in civic education and activism. To support for further growth 
and sustainability of national civil society capacity to manage diversity and youth 
work, ANI selected local NGOs countrywide to host and administer its Youth Clubs, 
the partnership-based hubs and resource centers for youth to accumulate and share 
knowledge and experience. 

Committed to allowing youth to learn by doing, ANI’s NGO-based Youth Clubs in-
corporate	different	issue-specific	thematic	Houses	(Human	Rights	and	Citizenship,	
Media and New Media, etc.) – open and free-to-choose for all young boys and girls 
of 15-19 years age, and facilitates:

INVESTING IN YOUTH ACTIVISM



•	Professional training in leadership, advocacy, volunteer management, and 
other critical skills that are necessary to initiate and engage in civic activism; 

•	Seminars and conferences in human rights, gender studies, civil society, pub-
lic policy and other crucial topics that are central to democratic and civil thought; 

•	Micro grants for local activism to support local youth initiatives that spread 
civic awareness and activism, sensitivity and the culture of diversity within and 
outside their peers and communities; 

•	Twinning, community and volunteer exchange projects – to facilitate strong-
er links and bondages between youths and families of different regions and 
ethnic backgrounds

•	Summer camps – thematic camps for ANI’s young activists that provide profes-
sional	issue-specific	master	classes,	training	and	practical	exercises	to	support	
for sustainable transformation of youth awareness, attitudes and the patterns of 
participation.

Advancing National Integration (ANI) is a USAID project, implemented by the United 
Nations Association of Georgia (UNAG). The project renders a complex set of 
activities that aim to support civic integration across diverse ethnic and geographic 
boundaries in Georgia. The project will establish NGO-based youth clubs through-
out Georgia; will furnish local NGOs with advanced capacities to manage diversity 
and civic participation more effectively; will exploit social media and social exchange 
to establish better contacts between the young boys and girls of Georgia from differ-
ent regions and ethnic communities; and will support Public Defender’s Tolerance 
Center and the Civic Integration and Tolerance Council at the President of Georgia 
to promote sustainable capacities on local and national levels.



United States Agency for International Development: USAID/Georgia works to 
provide assistance to Georgians in Economic Growth, Energy & Environment, De-
mocracy	&	Governance,	and	Health	&	Social	Development.	USAID's	programs	are	
centered on promoting "transformational" development. Raising living standards and 
reducing poverty while at the same time promoting far-reaching, long-term changes 
in institutional capacity, human capacity and economic structure. In 2012, U.S. and 
Georgia celebrate 20 years of diplomatic relations.  

United Nations Association of Georgia:	UNAG	is	a	Georgian	non-for-profit	organ-
ization	that	has	worked	since	1995	to	encourage,	support	and	safeguard	the	demo-
cratic aspirations of the people of Georgia. As an active supporter of the founda-
tions and principles of democratic societies, UNAG works to promote human rights, 
endorse the principles of just and accountable governance, advance tolerance and 
stimulate	national	debate	through	encouraging	citizen	participation	in	the	processes	
and	decisions	that	affect	public	and	individual	citizen	lives.		
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